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INTRODUCTION


New believers typically ask me how they should live since they have become Christians. This is a logical question for them to ask. They have a strong desire to live a life that will please Jesus Christ. I think this is also a question that some believers ask after many years of being a Christian. We all fear that we are not pleasing Jesus with the way we are living and want to know how to do better. Thus, today, I want to address this issue: How should a Christian act, or live? Paul gives numerous guidelines to believers in his letter to the Colossians. In the last chapter, he adds some words that might be overlooked.
I.
PRAYER IS URGENTLY NEEDED.
1.
Paul tells us to commit ourselves to prayer (v. 2).

2.
Pray for the leaders who preach and teach the Word of God (v. 3).

3.
Pray for the pastor to proclaim the Word clearly (v. 4).

Prayer is one of the most vital practices a Christian can develop. It is necessary for us to pray, to communicate with God, about ourselves and our leaders. We need to pray for those in authority, as they are involved in a spiritual war. Although Paul is speaking about our spiritual leaders, I believe application can be extended to include praying for our national & world leaders. It requires a commitment to pray everyday.
II.
WISE ACTION TOWARD NON-BELIEVERS IS URGENTLY NEEDED.

1. Paul reminds us to take advantage of every opportunity that life offers us (v. 5).

2. Everything we say should be “full of grace” and “seasoned with salt” (v. 6).

3. We should be ready to answer every question a non-believer asks (v. 6).
Paul tells us that we should see every person we meet as an opportunity given us by God to make a spiritual impact upon that person’s life, especially if the person is a non-believer. We are to live in such a way before the unbeliever that we can then speak about Jesus Christ without fear of embarrassment. We should make sure that we do speak in a spirit of love and humility. We should say things that encourage that person to think about Jesus, not something that causes that person to think about us.
CONCLUSION


Paul wants us to follow certain principles in our Christian living. Of course, he would want us to read the Bible, pray, and attend church. Of course, we should live a holy life. Of course, we should express our gratitude to God every day in word and deed. Of course, he wants us as believers to have proper relationships with one another. Here at the end of Colossians, however, he talks about the seriousness of being committed to praying for others and for having proper relationship with non-believers. Paul leaves nothing to chance. He wants us to have a positive influence upon those who lead us and upon those who surround us in the world. He says that we should never pass up an opportunity to be a blessing to others!
“Make me a blessing, make me a blessing,

Out of my life may Jesus shine;

Make me a blessing, O Savior I pray,

Make me a blessing to someone today.”
